set-up of the Peacebuilding Commission that the EU's participation therein resembles and to a certain extent goes beyond the "enhanced observer" or "full participant" status that the European Community enjoys in other international organizations and conferences.
Introduction
The European Union's (EU) 1 foreign policy credo is underpinned by effective multilateralism. Its commitment in this respect can be found in numerous unilateral and bilateral documents, especially vis-a-vis the United Nations (UN). The EU's primary law provisions 2 equally give credit to the importance of EU-UN cooperation with the Treaty of Lisbon being particularly explicit. Article 42 TEU (Lisbon) for instance seeks to ensure that the civilian and military assets for "missions outside the Union for peace-keeping, conflict prevention and strengthening international security" are used "in accordance with the principles on the United Nations Charter." A further provision applicable to all of the EU's external action entails the obligation to "promote multilateral solutions to common problems, in particular in the framework of the United Nations." 3 This provision is reiterated and thus emphasized under the provisions "specific to the Common Foreign and Security Policy", pursuant to which "the Union's action on the international scene shall be guided by the principles, shall pursue the objectives of, and be conducted in accordance with" 4 the principles of the United Nations Charter and international law. In addition, the amended provision on development cooperation 5 contains, as does the current provision (Article 1) In this article, the term "European Union" denotes the European Union as a whole, that is the European Communities as supplemented by the Common Foreign and Security Policy and the cooperation on police and criminal matters (commonly referred to as II and III pillars). If it acts only under the II pillar, the term CFSP-Union will be used.
2) The treaty provisions in this contribution refer, unless otherwise indicated, to the current treaties: The Treaty on the European Union (TEU) and the Treaty establishing the European Communities (ECT). The future provisions as amended by the Treaty of Lisbon will be referred to in their consolidated version, namely the Treaty on European Union (TEU (Lisbon)) and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). 3) Art. 21 TEU (Lisbon). 
